Vale Syd Packham OAM

—a grand old man of Lions

Nearly every Lion knew him — and if they didn’t

know him they knew someone who knew him and
just what a mighty Lion he had been

As human beings go, Syd Packham was a
lion among Lions. When news of Syd's death
at 97 on December 29 last year was
announced, nearly every second Lion seemed
to have a story to tell about Syd, claimed by
many as the best known Lion in Australia.

For some he was consldered “the father of Lions
in Ausfralia”,

The first member of our Agsociation o be made
a Life Member (in 1983 at the Mount Gambier
Mational Convention), it's claimed his national and
international reputation in the business and
political worlds opened the door for the acceptance
of Liong Clubs in Australia.

Syd became District Governar for Australia just
three years after joining Lions, at a time when
Australla boasted just ane district,

Stories abound from all stages of Syd's life —
from horse-and-cart days in Hurstillz, N3W, when
he worked for the family busingss, the Packiam
Bakery, to his humaur, determination and accounts
of deeds perfoemed for athers.

Lion Bryan Pirie, who met him several times,
remembers Syd for his wonderful memary and fing
gift for detail. "He always amazed me with his
memory of events that occurred over 50 years
ago,” =ays Bryan,

“He enjoyed telling anyone who cared to listen
gbout his mestings with Lionz International
faunder, Malvin Jones, when he ravelled to the
USA in the 1850s."

Syl grew up in an era when people just gof on
with the job.  When at work one day, he caught
his hand in & slicing machine, which completely
severed four of his fingers, he did a short stint in
hospital before geting back 1o his job.

And rarely was the injury ever again mentioned,
cartainly not as a disability, That was Syd.

Just a few of his achievemants included:
+ Chartar Member of the Lions Club of
Hurstville (1953

12

o District Governor 1955-56
= Member of the Board of International Redations

11956-58)

Maore recently Syd joined the new City of
Hurstvilla Lions which chartered in 2004, and
which replaced the former Hurstiille Lions Clukb,

When news of Syd's death was announced,
some expressed amazement that he was not older,
considering how much he had achisved in just ong
[ifetimea.
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Syd Packam zaw it all from the earfiest forms of
bakery transport around Sydney (above) to the
growtl of the Lians Clutr in Austratia from the
humblest beginnings. Eanly on, the bakery even
defivered its bread via riders on glearming Harlay
Davidzons with sidecars (right).
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